FRI ENDS of MORWELL NATI ONAL PARK.
R M B. 1405,

Junbuk via YI NNAR 3869

January, 1988.

Dear Friends,

Well a new year has arrived and with it the pronise of
bi g exciting changes to our little group. since May ' 86
we have existed in a very informal sense but with the
decision to incorporate and the devel opnents with the
Billy's Creek Land acquisition, we as a group must al so
devel op and formali ze. \

Wth the thought that there would be sonme menbers not
arriving until the B.B.Q, the neeting was held late
afternoon. There was much to report and di scuss: Ms.
Kirner's visit, which I'll detail separately, and the

formati on of a fundraising conmttee under the auspicies Y
of the Victorian Conservation Trust. The Trust is a
government body with the power to have donations over $2
tax deductable. The initial task of formng the conmmittee and|raising a

| arge sum of noney or assistance of work to develop the Billy's Creek
section of the Park, daunted many and | nust admit to a few slieepl ess
nights until a few of us had done our homework. After coneultlng many
peopl e and finding out just what was expected we soon di scovered our group
wasn't directly responsible but we were perhaps the best group to hel p set
the project on the road. Concern was expressed with a request that the
committee to be elected in the future, continue with this issue. Wth this
in mnd a noti on was passed: "That a steering committee be forned to,
formulate a draft constitution, formulate a draft fee structure and call a
general neeting of interested persons.” Duly elected to that comittee
were Ken Harris, Rob De Souza-Daw, Frank Carter, and Yvonne Aplin.

Wth 24 adults and 10 children in attendance In the course of the
afternoon and evening the planned activities were quickly and
enthuslastically carried out. Wth considerati on of what 30 people can do
to a very del lcate and sensitive area, the orchid survey was left to Ken
and a few keen helpers after a general inspection of the first plot. For
many this was the first sight of the orchid flower, and what a beauty we
had to show off - three spikes and lots of tiny delicate flowers. Sone
adults and children went with lan up to Vaggs Track and proceeded to pl ant
seedlings on a treel ess ridge bel ow the pines. Using new stocking type
tree guards and fertilizer capsules the job was conpleted in no tinme, the
vi ews, sunshine and enthusiastic conpany made it very pleasant. The junior
menbers were a trenendous help, it is great to have them al ong.

The social event of the year!, the B.B.Q for those not there, was again a
very pl easant eveni ng, weat her w se and judging by the chatter nost of
t hose attending enjoyed thensel ves.

| trust this newsletter finds everybody recovered froma happy and heal t hy
Christmas and New Year and enjoying at least a little of the holiday
spirit. For sone of us we have to work, at least the pace in this
household is a little slower than normal.

Al the best for "88 and |I'm | ooking forward to all your
conmpany and hel p, as we go into what could be a very busy
fullfilling year.

Yvonne Aplin. Ph. 222597



Ms. Kirner, Mnister for Conversation, Forest & Lands visit.
Decenber 2" 1987.

Ms. Joan Kirner was a guest of the Yarram Region of the CF. & L., to
present prizes to 3 G ppsland Schools, winners of a Forestry Industries
competition, and to announce the purchase of 'Valsh's land on Billy's
creek to be included in the present Morwell National Park.

The C. F.&.. set up a large narquee on Batmans' |and and that was hal f
full of school children and the rest were representives fromC. F. &L.
V.NP.A, L. V. Forum L.V. Field Nats., Mrwell Shire, A P.M, Friends
plus Val Callister and Barry Muirphy.

After a day of alnobst record rainfall and w nds, the ground was very wet
and chairs and feet sunk easily into mud and water. Luckily the rain
nostly held off and the day was pl easant although sone heavy showers gave
us sonme concern until md nornlng.

Jack Channon, Regional Manager Yarram C F.&L., wel coned those assenbl ed

and i ntroduced each speaker

Stan Collins, of the Tinber Industies spoke of their role in the forests
and commented on the conpetition entries.

Hon. Joan Kirner, Mnister C.F.&., presented the prizes to the w nning

school s and announced the purchase of Walsh 's land on Billy's Creek and
the start of a fund to purchase and devel opnent additional |and.

Hon. Val Callister, replied to the mnisters remarks and endor sed her

support of the purchase.

Yvonne Aplin, on behalf of the Friends of Mrwell National Park, offered
a thankyou for the purchase and the support shown by so nmany.

The lunch prepared by the Friends Group nenbers was nuch appreciated and
many coments were passed. As is often the case there was far to nuch

food but it was well nmade and beautifully presented. Gail and her hel pers
must be congratul at ed.

Wth the wet conditions the trip into Billy's Creek was cancelled and a tour
for all interested was taken up Junbuk Road and Tebb Terrace to | ook

into the Valley. The Mnister later took a quiet trip down to the creek
with lan and Jack.

I must thank all those that hel ped on the day from parking cars, arranging
flowers, placing bark to help that sinking feeling, preparing, serving and
cleaning up the lunch and all nenbers for making the tine and effort to
come and | end support. Sone took the day off work while others called in
during lunchtines; not easy with an event so far out of town.

The cat ering so inpressed our shire president she invited us to provide
the food for the Shire Presidents Cocktail Party. Gail and Margaret worked
extrenely hard and inlisted nmuch help both from nenbers and non nenbers
alike. There was hardly a cookbook in the district that hadn't been gone

t hrough. The ni ght saw sone | adi es working hard with the abl e assistance

of Dahlia, Rashida & Steven Aziz's who acted as waitresses and waiter

Again the efforts where well received fromguests and staff alike, Gil and
Margaret can be well pleased with all those hours of work. Thankyou to al
those that hel ped, teamwork is the key to any success.

Yvonne Aplin.




NEXT MEETI NG

A general neeting of interested persons will be held at
SES HEADQUARTERS
Latrobe Valley Airport
Traral gon West.

on SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14th at |.3Cpm

AGENDA: to consider the adoption of a constitution and an annua
Subscri ption.
If a constitution is adopted, the election of a comittee.

A copy of a draft constitution will be forwarded prior to the neeting.
Pl ease consider your availability for a committee position prior to
this meeting.

Trrrrrir NOTE: NOT AT PARK. rrrrrrnd
Frank Carter
Chai r man,
Steering comittee

Any enquiries contact Gail 22 1478 or Yvonne 22 2597

As a result of discussions at the Decenber neeting,the present

i nformal decision nmaking structure of the group cannot continue
Therefore. ...

In an effort to maintain the present nonentum of publicity and
support as it relates to Billy's creek | am keen to pursue the
formation of a tenmporary task force whose role will be to "set up”
the Billy's creek appeal conmmittee. This action is to be taken only
as an energency neasure until the Friends group has formally

elected it's own commttee which can as one of it's first acts cal
for a formal election of people to the task force if necessary.

The task force is to operate independantly of the present steering
conmittee. Once the Appeal Committee is established the task force
can di shand.

Only 2 nmenbers of the Friends group will be required to sit on the
appeal commttee, all other members of the appeal committee will

be found by the task force fromsupporters of the project throughout
the community hopefully.

Appr oaches have been nmade to the foll owi ng people who agree to sit
on the tenporary task force to rai sean appeal conmittee:-

Neil Grigg

Frank Carter

Mar gar et Loughbor ough
Di ck Donch

Gai| Roche

Yvonne Aplin

Nei | Beggs

R
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ﬂku:3§ Bk&IkJLFLAm*




ORCHI D SURVEY.

The orchid survey went back over the four plots we had set out previously,
to see how well they were flowering

We managed to locate all but four of the 12l plants we had noted before
and we found an additional 43 plants, previously overl ooked, bringing
the total to 160 plants on the four plots.

O these, 82 or just over half, were in flower. 75 plants had single
flower spikes, 6 plants had two flower spikes, while the biggest plant had
a magnificent 3 spikes with 37 flowers. Altogether 381 flowers were
recorded, averaging just over 4 per flower spike.

It was interesting to see how synchronised the plants were. Al 381 flowers
we saw were open at the sane tinme. There were no unopened buds and no
flowers were over and starting to wither

on the 3rd January, | went back to the plots, |ooking for any signs of
seed being set, but with very disappointing results. Al nobst every flower
had fallen fromthe spikes, |eaving no sign of devel opi ng seed pods.
Only 5 flower spikes out of 90 still had lingering flowers which m ght
possi bly be going to set seed. These will be checked again towards the
end of January.

KEN HARRI S

TREASURER S REPORT  ( a real first)

Directly after the events of Ms. Kirner's visit a neeting of those nmenbers
present was called to discuss the events of the day and the establishnent
of a bank account. To this point in tinme we had avoided the need to
handl e any noney but with the nonies owed for catering and sonme inpronptu
donati ons made on the day, this was now unavoi dable. A savings account

has been opened with the State Bank, Victoria - 682 Morwell with 2
signatures required to withdraw froma nom nated 4. These four are Gail
Roche, Margaret Loughborough, Frank Carter & Yvonne Aplin. This is an
interimmeasure and will stand until a fornal constitution and committee
are elected. Al donations nade for the devel opnent of the Billy's Creek
section of the Park will be forwarded to the V.C. T. when all rel evant paper
work is conpleted and the fund formally established.

Recei pts. Paynent s.
Billy's Ck. donations. I1.20 Catering 280. 00
Catering 780. 00 Bank Bal. 6.1.88 511.20
791,20 791,20
Catering: C. F.L. 280.
Shire of Morwell 500.
Total Recei pts. 780.
| ess expenses
C. F.L. 70.
Shire 21 0.
* PROFIT 500.

* To achieve this anmobunt there were nmany donati ons.




